As elsewhere in Europe, Spain was soaring economically and culturally during the late 1990s and early 2000s. Spanish universities were singing the anthem of modernization, based on an enthusiastic commitment to an internationalization agenda. Today, however, Spain is mired in an economic and political crisis, creating real hardship for many Spaniards, and a deep national sense of uncertainty and pessimism. This unsettling turn of events begs the question:
As elsewhere in Europe, Spain was soaring economically and culturally during the late 1990s and early 2000s. Spanish universities were singing the anthem of modernization, based on an enthusiastic commitment to an internationalization agenda. Today, however, Spain is mired in an economic and political crisis, creating real hardship for many Spaniards, and a deep national sense of uncertainty and pessimism. This unsettling turn of events begs the question:
What is the current state of internationalization in Spanish higher education; and what are the future prospects for sustained global engagement and high-quality universities in a funding-poor yet relentlessly internationalizing context?
THE BEST-LAID PLANS
Spain has been committed to internationalizing its higher education sector in a variety of ways for more than two decades. Since 1987, Spain has consistently been a prime destination and active sending country within the European Union 2 ERASMUS student mobility program. Programming coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 1990s and early 2000s encouraged Spanish universities to be active in development cooperation, particularly in Latin America and North Africa.
More recently, new initiatives were launched to raise the country's higher education profile and to map an agenda for enhanced quality and relevance through international engagement. The first notable step was the establishment in 2008 of "Universidad.es"-a public foundation designed to promote Spain globally as a destination for international students and scholars.
Also, in 2008, the Spanish government released its Estrategia Universidad 2015 (EU2015), a blueprint for how to "substantially improve" the university system and "place it at a level of international excellence." EU2015 pursued excellence in key scientific and technological fields, in order to increase Spain's visibility on the European landscape, and situated internationalization at the heart of university policy in Spain. The focus on research and innovation was emphasized in the EU2015's "Campus de Excelencia Internacional" initiative, which was designed to encourage (and incentivize) universities across Spain to specialize in key areas-from nanotechnology to fine arts-so that the country might invest more strategically in the most promising campuses to cultivate international recognition in specific fields.
THE HANGOVER
Sadly, Spain's efforts to sustain these new initiatives have been disappointing. In 
STAYING THE COURSE
In spite of this bleak domestic picture-or perhaps precisely because of itinternationalization is generally accepted as one of the only viable avenues for the recovery and rejuvenation of Spain's universities. Universities are seen as fundamental to achieving a "smart, sustainable, and inclusive [European] economy," and there is a very clear sense that the 21st-century Spanish university must be a globally engaged institution. Although internationalization is about much more than student mobility, for the moment Spain may have to focus precisely on this "low-hanging" fruit in order to keep the internationalization momentum alive. Spanish universities should also advance effective yet low-cost strategies, including internationalization of the curriculum and other "internationalization at home" activities. As the crisis eases, however, the country should quickly pick up where it left off-implementing a vision for internationalization that enhances institutional quality, serves the national interest, and builds a university culture predicated on global engagement as a guiding principle of academic excellence.
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Above all, Spain's future internationalization must be more effectively "crisis resistant."
